
February 2021 • Vol. 38, No. 1

In This Issue

Field Notes ............................................. Pg. 2  

Midwinter Bald Eagle Survey ............... Pg. 3

Thank You, Donors! ............................... Pg. 4 

Upcoming Opportunities ....................... Pg. 6

February Program

Eavesdropping on Warblers to 
Defend Against Brood Parasitism
Thursday, Feb. 4th, 7pm CT

Join us for another virtual monthly meeting 
and seminar, presented on Zoom! This 
month, Shelby Lawson, Ph.D. candidate at the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, will 
tell us how Red-winged Blackbirds respond to 
the warning or “seet” call of Yellow Warblers to 
defend their territories. Yellow Warblers produce 
a seet call specifically to warn other Yellow 
Warblers about Brown-headed Cowbirds, which 
lay their eggs in the warblers’ and other species’ 
nests. Shelby and her colleagues found that 
Red-winged Blackbirds eavesdrop on warblers 
and respond to seet calls as much as to cowbird 
chatters and predator calls. 

Follow Shelby on Twitter: @Bird_Sock

All seminars are recorded and posted to our YouTube channel afterward. Access details and more information can be 
found on our website: www.champaigncountyaudubon.org/birdwalks-and-programs

Learn more about Shelby’s research, featured on 
Audubon News: 
https://www.audubon.org/news/when-yellow-warblers-
warn-brood-parasites-red-winged-blackbirds-listen
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Champaign County Audubon Society

Officers
•	President: Colin Dobson
•	Vice President: Roger Digges
•	Secretary: Jennifer Wick
•	Treasurer: John Dunkelberger 

(Interim)

Members at Large
•	Jeff Peyton 
•	Zak Sutton
•	Nathan Powazki
•	Tyler Owens
•	Megan Skrip

Committee Chairs
•	Bylaws: (vacant)
•	Conservation: Jeff Peyton
•	Education: Tyler Owens
•	Field Trip: Beth Chato (Interim)
•	Finance: Janet Jokela (Interim)
•	Membership: Sara Johnson
•	Program: Alida de Flamingh
•	Communications: Sara Johnson, 

Chair. Megan Skrip (Print Newsletter), 
Carie Nixon (Community Calendars) 
Brody Dunn (Board Listserv),  
Jeff Bryant (Birdnotes Listserv)

Champaign County Audubon 
publishes The Meadowlark Messenger 
nine times per year. Comments 
regarding the newsletter, or articles 
for submission, are welcome.

Contact us!
P.O. Box 882, Urbana, IL 61803
ChampaignCountyAudubon.org
mail@champaigncountyaudubon.org

Get this newsletter in your inbox! 
Would you like to go 
paperless and help our 
funds go further? Please 
visit the Membership 
page on our website and 
enter your name and email address. 

Facebook 
@ChampaignAudubon

Find us on social media!

Twitter 
@ccaudubon

Instagram 
@champaigncountyaudubon

Field Notes 
Submitted by Beth Chato

Saturday, December 19, 2020 was the annual Audubon Christmas Bird 
Count. The Champaign Audubon Count was organized, and the data 
was collected, by Brody Dunn. This year, 36 people, in 20 parties, 
took part using COVID-19 safety protections. Combined they walked 
about 87 miles and drove 250 miles; 71 different species were seen, 
and 8,582 individual birds counted. (This included 2,288 European 
Starlings and 1,216 Canada Geese.) An addition to the historical list of 
seen species was an Ovenbird. Other highlights were a Ross’s Goose 
and a Northern Saw-whet Owl and, seen the week of the count, a 
Peregrine Falcon and a Snowy Owl.

Champaign County Audubon’s first count was in 1941. Count circles 
are set with a 15-mile diameter. Our original circle included the Lake 
of the Woods Preserve. In 1978, the circle was shifted east to lose Lake 
of the Woods and add Homer Lake. The circle is now centered on 
Deers. A total of 142 species have been seen since the beginning. The 
highest count in any particular year was 80 species in 2008.
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On January 13th, my wife, Cathy, and I set off early 
in the morning to travel to the Illinois River. It was 
our fourth year of participating in the Midwinter Bald 
Eagle Survey (https://illinoisaudubon.org/programs/
imbes), a more than four-decade-old project currently 
overseen nationally by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, and coordinated in Illinois by the Illinois 
Audubon Society (IAS). The purpose of the survey is 
to get a rough count of where and how many eagles 
overwinter in the lower 48. The IAS oversees dozens 
of volunteer birders who count eagles along 45 non-
overlapping routes on the Mississippi and Illinois 
Rivers and other areas. Our route, which we more 
or less inherited from Champaign County Audubon 
members Beth Chato and Helen Parker, runs from 
Havana to Beardstown, a distance of 35 miles by 
highway, more, I’m sure, as the river winds. Our 
purpose, of course, was to count eagles. But before 
we could count them, we had to find them.

This isn’t as easy as it might seem. First of all, 
there are limited places where one can access the 
river or its backwaters. Much of the land along the 
river is private property and/or roadless. Second, 
and this surprised me at first, eagles can be very 
difficult to see. This is partly because of distance. 
Like most birds, Bald Eagles are wary of humans 
and tend to perch at what they consider to be a safe 
distance from people. Even mature eagles with the 
iconic white head and tail are hard to find perched 
a thousand feet away in a dense woodland backlit 

Midwinter Bald Eagle Survey
Roger Digges, CCAS Vice President

by a milk-white sky. But it takes eagles five years to 
acquire that classic look. Immature birds are dark, 
and a challenge is trying to find them camouflaged 
in a tangle of dark trunks and limbs. But patience, 
multiple times scanning a woodland, and often asking 
your partner, “What do you think? Eagle or just a 
weird branch?” does pay off. Usually if you look long 
enough (which is somewhat uncomfortable if you’re 
looking into an icy wind), you may see a hint of 
movement, or a clearer outline. And so you count it. 

On January 13th we went to our “go-to” places on 
the river between Havana and Beardstown—the 
Havana riverfront, the Bath “riverfront” (actually a 
backwater lakefront), Sanganois Conservation Area, 
the Beardstown riverfront, the dead ends of roads 
out of Frederick and Browning, the low gravel drive 
across the dike at Anderson Lake. We were amazed. 
We were expecting another single digit count like we 
had during another mild winter, that of 2018–19. But 
birds don’t always, often, usually conform to birders’ 
expectations. We found eagles every single place we 
stopped, sometimes as many as a half dozen, that 
group “talking” to each other as only eagles can. When 
we drove back toward Havana from Anderson Lake, 
we added the numbers and realized we had counted 52 
Bald Eagles, our highest count yet––eagles perched, 
flying, even standing on the ice of backwater lakes. 
We were pleased that at least 18 of those birds were 

Immature Bald Eagle. Photo by Jeff Bryant.

Bald Eagle, blending in except for its head. Photo by Jeff Bryant.

continued on pg.4
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Thank You, Renewing Members!
Mildred Barnett, Miriam Bauers, Astrid Berkson, 
Christopher Berti, Judi Blaford, Kathleen 
Brinkmann, Jo Anne Broadbent, Phyllis Brussel, 
John Buckmaster, Martin Camargo, Gene 
Campbell, Beth Chato, Roger Coit, Nancy 
Coombs, Cami Cutler, Lynne Dearborn, Kirk 
Deen, Nancy Dietrich, Maggie Dougherty- 
Roberts, Cindy Duffy, Thomas Duggan, Maggie 
Duncan-Flowers, Carol Elliott, Karen Folk, 
Barbara Fuller, Gillian Gabriel, Denise Green, 
Karen Gronski, Ondine Gross, Alan & Vicki 
Halberstadt, Steve Heater, Susan Hesketh, 
Winifred Hlavna, Joyce Hofman, Philip Hult, 
Chad Hyman, Audrey Ishii & Charlie Smyth, 
Doug Jackson, Gary Jackson, Julia Kellman, 
Cindy Kempke, Todd Kinney & Peggy Patten, 
Curtis Krock, Paul Kruty & Jane Block, Linda 
Larson, Melanie Loots, Mike and Jane McCulley, 
Ellen McDowell, Mary Pat McGuire, Judy 
Moll, Charles Nixon, Allan Penwell, Elaine & 
Russel Peppers, Jamie Pomahac, Jane Quinlan, 
Edward Roy, Gary Russell, Edward & Nancy 
Schneider, Richard Scholze, John Scott, Vivek 
Shyamasundar, Art Sievers, Patricia Simpson, 
Megan Skrip, James Smith, Carole Stephenson, 
Zach Sutton, Iris Swanson, Grant Thomas, Kay 
Thompson, Joel & Brenda Tucker, Lisa Lynn 
Travis, Joseph Troy, Ted Veselsky, Pam Wasson, 
Irene Felicia Weathersby, Kathleen Weibel, Nancy 
Westcott, Ann Wiseman, Jacqui Worden

Thank You, Donors!

Charlene Anchor, Van & Kathy Bowersox, Irene 
& Clark Bullard, Ken Dallmier, Roger & Cathy 
Digges, Joyce Eisold, Beverly & Peter Fagan, 
Sue Ellen Finkenbiner, Beverly D. Foote, Eric 
Freyfogle, Darcy Gentner, Robin Hall, Charles & 
Patricia Ann Helm, Jon Hoekstra, Jan Houston, 
Rich Howard, Janet Jokela, Faye Jones, Rob 
Kanter, Terri & Randy Kobel, Betsy Kuchinke, 
Marilyn Lindholm, Margaret McNamara, Nancy 
Morse, Ken & Brenda Mulle, Dorothy Neumann, 
Steven Ogle, Susan Hart Orban, Mike Pingleton, 
Susan Pollock, Belinda Porter & Greg Walburg, 
Dennis Prinn, Melissa Records, Anne Robin, 
Judith Rowen, Mary Jean Sattazahn, Tod & 
Beth Satterthwaite, Jarrod Scheunemann, Dawn 
Schultz, Marilyn Silkwood, Kim Smith & David 
Skadden, Robert Taylor & Brandon Wash, Albert 
Willms, Chris Wise, Carolyn Witter, Mary Ellen 
Wuellner, Sandy Volk

A special thanks to renewing members who 
donated above and beyond annual dues:

In Memoriam
We offer our warm sympathies to the family of  
Shirley M. Walker, long-time CCAS supporter. 

immature, maybe as many as 22, as it’s pretty 
hard to tell whether or not a bird has a white tail 
and head when they’re standing on ice! Immature 
birds mean that the species is doing well.  

If you get an opportunity to help with the 
midwinter survey, take it. Even if you don’t, go 
out some cold day in January to the Illinois or 
Mississippi (Keokuk, Iowa, is a great place to 
see a lot of eagles) and just look. Yes, we can see 
eagles right here in Champaign County, but it’s 
great to see them in numbers.

Birdnotes 
Listserve 
Join our Birdnotes Listserve 
to get the latest local bird 
sightings in your inbox! 

   Visit ChampaignCountyAudubon.org.  
   Click “Go Birding” at the top of the page.
   Click the “Join Birdnotes” button. 
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Join Champaign County Audubon Society! 
Yes, I’d like to become a member!
When you join the Champaign County Audubon Society, 100% of your dues and donations support 
our efforts (and they’re tax deductible!).

$                      CCAS Membership ($15 due each January).       

$ __________ Additional donation to CCAS   

$ __________ TOTAL

        I am a new member             I am renewing my membership

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________

Email: __________________________________________________   Phone # (______)_______________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________________________ State: _______ Zip: ______________ - __________

          CCAS members will be automatically enrolled to receive our newsletter by email; check this 
box if you would prefer to receive a paper copy. 

Checks should made payable to CCAS. Send this form and your payment to: CCAS Membership 
Chair, P.O. Box 882, Urbana, IL 61803-0882. Thank you!

The Champaign County 
Audubon Society is a 
Chapter of National 

Audubon Society, Inc.

Join National Audubon Society
When you join National Audubon Society you receive one year of Audubon 
magazine. You also have the option to receive local birding and community 
events delivered to your inbox from CCAS.

•	 New members: Go online to http://bit.ly/nas-g50 or call 1-844-428-3826. 
Please tell them Champaign County Audubon Society sent you using  
our chapter code "G50."

•	 Renewing members: Go online to http://bit.ly/renew-nas or  
call 1-844-428-3826.

Our Mission: 

Promote interest, enjoyment, and understanding of all aspects of 
our natural environment, and actively encourage the protection of 
wildlife and native habitats.

Or Join Online!
Save time by contributing 
via your mobile device or 
computer! Visit our website to 
join or donate online. 
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